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The Bishnoi community has
thanked the Election

Commission for deferring the
Haryana Assembly poll date to
October 5 from October 1 in
view of the centuries-old festi-
val of the community. The rul-
ing BJP has also welcomed the
Election Commission’s deci-
sion.
The EC on Saturday deferred
the Haryana Assembly poll
date, saying the decision was
taken keeping in mind the
Bishnoi community’s festival.
Som Prakash Bishnoi, Akhil
Bhartiya Bishnoi Mahasabha’s
Vice President, said the entire
community thanks the Election
Commission for its decision to
defer the poll date.

Lakhs of members of the
Bishnoi community take part in
the festival and it takes 15-20
days to organise it, he said.
“Earlier, we were worried what
if people (Bishnoi community)
cannot vote as they would be
travelling or if they are not able
to take part in the event too.
Now, with the new poll date,
our problem has been solved
and we thank the EC for this,”
he said.
Before the revision of the date,
the Haryana polls were to be
held along with the third and
last phase of the Jammu and

Kashmir elections.The deci-
sion to postpone the Haryana
elections has been taken to
honour both the voting rights
and traditions of the Bishnoi
community which has upheld
a 300-400-year-old practice in
remembrance of their Guru
Jambheshwar, the EC said on
Saturday.
It said it had received a repre-
sentation from the National
President of the All India
Bishnoi Mahasabha, Bikaner,
Rajasthan for rescheduling the
Haryana Assembly polls.
Generations of families from
Punjab, Rajasthan and Haryana
visit their native village Mukam
in Rajasthan on ‘amavas’ in the
month of ‘Asoj’ for the annual
festival in Bikaner in memory
of Guru Jambheshwar, accord-
ing to the EC.
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Air Marshal Tejinder Singh
took over as Deputy Chief

of the Air Staff (DCAS) of the
Indian Air Force, at Air
Headquarters (Vayu Bhawan),
here on Sunday. After assump-
tion of his new appointment,
the Air Marshal paid homage
to the brave hearts who gave
the supreme sacrifice, by lay-
ing wreath at the National
War Memorial, New Delhi.
An alumnus of the National
Defence Academy(NDA), Air
Marshal Tejinder was com-
missioned in the fighter stream
of the IAF on 13 June 1987. He
is a Category ‘A’ Qualified
Flying Instructor with over
4,500 hours of flying, an alum-
nus of Defence Service Staff
College and National Defence
College.
He has commanded a Fighter
Squadron, a Radar Station, a
premier Fighter Base and was
Air Officer Commanding,
Jammu and Kashmir. His var-
ied staff appointments include
Operational Staff at a
Command HQ, Air
Commodore (Personnel
Officers-1) at Air HQ, Deputy
Assistant Chief of Integrated
Defence Staff,  Financial
(Planning) at HQ IDS, Air
Commodore (Aerospace
Safety), Assistant Chief of Air
Staff Operations (Offensive)
and ACAS Ops (Strategy) at
Air HQ. Prior to his present
appointment, he was the
Senior Air Staff Officer,
Headquarter Eastern Air
Command of IAF at Shillong,
Meghalaya.
In recognition of his meritori-
ous services, he was awarded
the Vayu Sena Medal in 2007
and Ati Vishist Seva Medal in
2022.
In another appointment, Air
Marshal Ashutosh Dixit
assumed the appointment of
Air Officer Commanding-in-
Chief of Central Air
Command on Sunday.
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Ateam led by a former ISRO sci-
entist Rakesh Aggarwal has

developed cost-effective green effi-
cient GARV (Guided Airflow
Rotational Vortex) technology in
wind sector, offering a promising
solution to support India’s ambi-
tious targets for Carbon Net Zero
by 2070.
Validated by BITS, Goa, this
groundbreaking technology based
on ‘drag cum lift wind turbine’ con-
cept is patented in several major
jurisdictions, including India, the
US, Australia, Russia, New Zealand,

and European countries.
Talking about its key features,
Aggarwal explained the technolo-
gy utilises a unique design that cre-
ates a rotational vortex effect, which
significantly increases the amount
of wind energy captured by the tur-
bine blades. This results in a high-
er conversion rate of wind energy
into electrical power when com-
pared to the conventional turbines.
“It achieves this by optimising air-
flow and reducing the wear and tear
on turbine components, leading to
lower maintenance costs and a
longer lifespan,” said the senior sci-
entist, an expert in electric and con-

trol designs.
Aggarwal noted that it took him 3-
4 years to develop the technology,
which he feels can be a game
changer in the green sector as it can
adapt to various wind speeds
“These GARV turbines are capable
of operating efficiently across a wide
range of wind speeds, from low to
very high. 
This adaptability ensures consistent
energy generation even in areas
with fluctuating wind conditions.”
Similar to other innovations in
green technology, GARV wind tur-
bines developed under the umbrel-
la of TDR Foundation, a non-prof-

it organisation can be fabricated and
installed locally, reducing trans-
portation costs and supporting
local manufacturing industries.
“A unique feature of this wind tur-
bine technology is its adaptability—
it can be fabricated and installed
directly at the site and can handle
a range of capacities from a few
kilowatts to several megawatts. 
The system optimis es drag force
into torque, enabling it to generate
electricity from very low wind
speeds to speeds exceeding 200
km/h,” said Aggarwal.
He said the turbines can generate
electricity from wind speeds of a

few kilometres per hour to above
200 kilometres per hour and has the
capacity to meet the energy needs
of India and other countries with
cheap green energy making fossil
fuels irrelevant.  
Its innovative approach and cost
advantages make it a potential
game-changer in the wind energy
sector, offering economically viable
alternative to conventional energy
sources, said Agarwal, reflecting on
his childhood dream of developing
an indigenous concept, which also
aligns with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of ‘Made in
India’ and ‘Go local Go Vocal.’

Ex-ISRO scientist’s wind technology poised to support India's targets for Carbon Net Zero by 2070
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India currently hosts around
10 million foreign tourists

annually, the ambitious goal is
to increase this number to 100
million during the ‘Amrit Kaal’
period, said Mugdha Sinha,
Director General of the
Tourism Ministry here. In this
regard she enlisted various
measures being implemented
to attract more international
visitors and boost the inbound
tourism sector. Amrit Kaal is
the Prime Minister’s vision
2047 for ‘New India’ .
Majorly, the focus is on how
the tourism industry, private
and the Government sector
can collaborate effectively.
Efforts are also being made to

encourage repeat visits by for-
eign tourists, said the new DG
of the Tourism Ministry while
talking to reporters here at the
conclusion of the three-day
BLTM 2024 event.
On the occasion,
Uttarakhand’s Tourism
Minister Satpal Maharaj stat-
ed that tourism in India is
expanding rapidly. “The world
is opening its doors to Indian
travelers and that increased

tourism will generate more
employment opportunities for
locals.” He emphasised the
connection between local
crafts and travel-tourism.
Sanjeev Agarwal, founder and
CEO of Fairfest Media
Limited, the organizers of the
expo, pointed out that to fur-
ther strengthen the tourism
sector, the country’s railway
network needs to be improved.
He pointed out that India has
a vast railway network that
requires enhancement.
According to estimates, India’s
MICE (Meetings, Incentives,
Conferences, and Exhibitions)
tourism market is expected to
grow at a CAGR of 6 per cent
between 2024 and 2029,
reflecting the increasing sig-
nificance of MICE in the

tourism industry.
The Indian Exhibition
Industry Association noted
that the value of this industry
was USD709 million in 2019
and is projected to reach
USD1.283 billion by 2025,
growing at a CAGR of 10.25
per cent.
On the occasion, Jyoti Mayal,
President of the Travel Agents
Association of India (TAAI),
emphasised the pivotal role of
India’s travel and tourism
industry in the Nation’s econ-
omy.“The industry contributes
10 per cent to the GDP and
generates approximately USD
78 billion annually. By 2029, it
is expected to create 53 million
jobs and attract 30.5 million
travelers, highlighting its sub-
stantial growth potential. 
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Months after the National
Human Rights

Commission (NHRC) issued a
notice to the Centre regarding
allegations of “anti-labour prac-
tices” at an Amazon India
warehouse in Manesar,
Haryana, Union Labour and
Employment Minister Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya has
announced that the
Government is exploring ways
to extend social security cov-
erage for those serving in the
sector.
Gig workers, who take on
short-term or project-based
jobs often for multiple clients
rather than being employed by
a single company, will be reg-
istered on the eShram Portal to
facilitate the implementation of
these social security measures,
said the Minister at a review
meeting here.
Dr Mandaviya emphasised the
development of a comprehen-
sive strategy to ensure these
workers receive the social secu-
rity benefits they are entitled to.
The Minister also highlighted
that companies employing gig
and platform workers will be
encouraged to lead this regis-
tration effort. An online win-
dow will be provided for aggre-
gators to streamline the regis-
tration process. He under-
scored the significance of the
Code on Social Security, which
marks the first formal recog-
nition of gig and platform
workers in India. This step aims
to acknowledge and formalise
their roles within the economy.

The Union Labour and
Employment move comes close

on the heels of the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) suo moto cognizance
taken in June  when it launched
an investigation into human
rights violations of the gig
workers at an Amazon ware-
house in Haryana, where even
basic amenities like restrooms
were reportedly missing. The
NHRC also demanded answers
from the Central Labour
Ministry.
Labour associations have
accused five warehouses in
and around Manesar of violat-
ing regulations under the
Factories Act, 1948. These
cases highlight the broader
issue of gig workers’ exploita-
tion by the companies that
employ them.
According to NITI Aayog, the
number of gig workers could
expand to 23.5 million by
2029–30 from the 7.7 million
they are at now. The lack of
robust legislation addressing
new forms of labor, particularly
gig and platform work, affects
workers, especially women,
who often struggle to maintain
a living wage and stay in the
workforce.
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Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud on Sunday

said the fact that only 6.7 per
cent court infrastructure at the
district level is female-friend-
ly needs to be changed.
Speaking at the ‘National
Conference of the District
Judiciary’, Chandrachud said
it should be ensured that
courts provide safe and
accommodating environment
for all members of society.
“We must without any ques-
tion, change the fact that only
6.7 per cent of our court
infrastructure at the district
level is female-friendly. Is this
acceptable today in a nation
where at the basic level of
recruitment in some States
over 60 or 70 per cent of the
recruits are women? 
Our focus areas are on
increasing accessibility mea-
sures which can be under-

stood by carrying out infra-
structural audits.
“Opening in-court medical
facilities, creches and techno-
logical projects like e-seva
Kendras and video confer-
encing devices. These endeav-
ours aim to increase access to
justice. 
“Axiomatically, we must also

ensure that our courts provide
a safe and accommodating
environment for all members
of our society, particularly
for groups such as women and
other vulnerable groups such
as persons with disability,
members of the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
and people across the socio-

economic landscape,” the CJI
said.
Chandrachud said with the
increasing number of women
coming into the judiciary, the
biases which we may unwit-
tingly have towards our col-
leagues at the bar and the
bench must be confronted.
He also disclosed that at the
recently concluded the first-
ever National Lok Adalat,
almost 1,000 cases were dis-
posed of amicably within five
working days. The two-day
function was organised by
the Supreme Court.
President Droupadi Murmu
delivered the valedictory
address and also unveiled the
flag and insignia of the
Supreme Court, a statement
issued by the apex Court said
on Friday.
Union Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal and Justice
Surya Kant also addressed
the gathering. 

Only 6.7 per cent court infrastructure
at district level female-friendly, says CJI
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Amid strident criticism of the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill by some major Muslim

bodies, the BJP’s ‘Minority Morcha’ will rally
counterviews in support of reforms in Waqf
boards and seek suggestions on the law to pre-
sent it to the parliamentary committee exam-
ining the Bill.
Sources said a team of seven BJP members,
including State Waqf Board chairpersons, will
elicit views of the minority community across
the country and assuage their concerns on a
host of issues.
“We will convey to the committee every point
of view. If there is any concern on any aspect
of the Bill, we will express it as well. But the

need for reforms in Waqf boards is felt by the
community everywhere,” a BJP leader claimed.
They Minority Morcha will share the report
with the BJP leadership and the parliamentary
panel headed by veteran party MP Jagdambika
Pal.
The committee members include Shadab
Shams, Sanwar Patel and Mohsin Lokhandwala,
who head the boards in Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat, and Haryana Waqf
Board administrator Zakir Hussain among oth-
ers.
The issue was also flagged in a last week meet-
ing of the Minority Morcha at the BJP head-
quarters here.
The party leadership, sources said, told the
Morcha head Jamal Siddiqui to reach out to
Muslims across the country to make a case for
reforms in the Waqf Act so that Waqf boards
functioning could be made more accountable
and transparent. The Morcha was also asked
to seek suggestions and assurance the com-
munity’s concerns.
Major Muslim bodies like Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind
and All India Muslim Personal Law Board have
been galvanising opinion against the proposed
Bill, alleging that it is against their religious
practices and violates the Constitution.
BJP leaders said the government had started
working on the bill during its second term and
has spoken to a number of stakeholders.

BJP's Minority Morcha to put counterviews
in support of reforms in Waqf Boards
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The Ministry of Home
Affairs has constituted an

inter-ministerial team to
assess the damage caused by
rainfall and floods in Gujarat.
The team will shortly visit the
flood-affected districts of
Gujarat, which was hit by
heavy to extremely heavy
rainfall between August 25
and 30 caused by a deep
depression formed over
R ajasthan and Gujarat ,
according to an official state-
ment. At least 25 people have
died in rain-related incidents
across the State on August 26
and 27. 
The statement said the MHA
has constituted an inter-min-
isterial central team (IMCT)
led by the executive director,
the National Institute of
Disaster  Management
(NIDM), to assess the dam-
age caused by rainfall and
floods in Gujarat, the state-
ment said.
Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan were also affected
by heavy to very heavy rain-
fall. Multiple spells of heavy
rains, cloudbursts and land-
slides have caused extensive
damage in Himachal Pradesh
this year. 
The MHA is in touch with
senior officers of these states,
and will depute IMCT there
as well, if the severe damages
are reported by them, the
statement said.
During this monsoon, some
other states have been affect-
ed by heavy rainfall, floods,
cloudbursts and landslides.
Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi,  the Central
Government is fully com-
mitted to providing all pos-
sible help to affected states,
the statement said.
As per the decision taken by
the Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, in August 2019,
the MHA, this year, consti-
tuted IMCTs which have vis-
ited flood and landslides-
affected States of Assam,
Kerala, Mizoram, and Tripura
in advance for on-spot assess-
ment of the damage without
waiting for their memoran-
dum.
The IMCT for Nagaland has
also been constituted, which
will visit the affected areas of
the state shortly.

MHA forms Central
team to assess
damage caused by
floods in Gujarat
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The Kerala Government has
sought a Rs 2,000 crore

relief package from the Centre
for the unprecedented devas-
tation that occurred in
Wayanad recently and is hope-
ful of getting “good assistance”,
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said here.
He also dismissed as “not prag-
matic” the recommendations
made by the Madhav Gadgil
and Kasturirangan commit-
tees on ecologically sensitive
areas of the Western Ghats, say-
ing the panels did not consid-
er the societal expectations
and ground realities in his
state.
Speaking to PTI this weekend
during an interview on the
Wayanad landslides, the chief
minister said the State
Government has decided to
construct new townships for
the families of the victims and
the survivors of the unprece-
dented devastation “within a
year” and these dwellings
would be “climate-resilient and
sustainable”.
Vijayan said the State sought a
disaster relief package of about
Rs 2,000 crore from the Centre
when he recently met with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in Delhi.
The PM was “very positive” on
the issue and the state was
hopeful of getting “good assis-
tance” from the Union
Government, he added.
The Chief Minister said the
funds were expected to be

released after a central team
submitted a report to the Union
Government. Vijayan added
that categorising the Wayanad
landslides as a “national or
severe calamity” would enable
all parliamentarians to donate
Rs 1 crore each to the Kerala
relief fund, otherwise only the
local MPs will be able to do so.
“If this disaster is included in
that (national or severe calami-
ty) category, we will get good
assistance. It will create a good
atmosphere for reconstruc-
tion,” he told the news agency.
The 79-year-old veteran
Marxist politician said the July
30 disaster that wiped off large
tracts of three villages --
Punchirimattam, Chooralmala
and Mundakkai -- apart from
some areas of Attamala in
Wayanad has “shaken the lives
of our people, leaving those
affected with unimaginable
trauma and concerns about
their future”.
“The recent landslide in
Chooralmala village has caused
unprecedented devastation. I
would like to assure that our

Government’s primary objec-
tive is to provide a compre-
hensive rehabilitation package
to the survivors.
“We are committed to provid-
ing the best possible rehabili-
tation package to the survivors,
in line with the Kerala model
of development with its people-
centric approach,” he said.
Vijayan recently said during an
all-party meeting that the
Wayanad survivors would be
housed in one or two town-
ships which will have single-
storey houses of about 1,000
square feet in size with the
option to expand to two storeys
in the future.
“Our priority is to ensure that
families who lost their homes
in the landslides have a safe and
secure place to reside. The
construction of the townships
is expected to be completed
within a year,” he told PTI.
On the recommendations
made by the Madhav Gadgil
and Kasturirangan commit-
tees on handling the fragile and
ecologically sensitive areas
along the Western Ghats,

Vijayan said these reports were
“not fully accepted by the enti-
ties that commissioned them.”
This highlights the fact, he said,
that “much of the recommen-
dations in these reports were
not pragmatic and did not
consider societal aspirations
and ground realities”.
“At least some parts of the
reports did not consider
humans dwelling in ecologi-
cally fragile zones for cen-
turies as part of the ecosystem,”
the chief minister added.
He also underlined that “small
and marginal” farmers cannot
be equated with rich realtors,
planters or miners occupying
similar terrains. “There was no
such differentiation in these
reports, which is why many
States were forced to com-
pletely disregard them,” Vijayan
said.
He added that it was also “not
desirable” for his Government
to take a position in a “hasty
manner” without “adequately”
studying the draft Ecologically
Sensitive Area (ESA) notifica-
tion issued by the Centre
recently.
The notification issued on July
31 seeks to declare over 56,800
square kilometres of the
Western Ghats across six States,
including 13 villages in Kerala’s
landslide-hit Wayanad, as an
Ecologically Sensitive Area
(ESA). It invited suggestions
and objections within 60 days.
“We have to wait to hear from
the local self-Governments and
eventually take an informed
decision on it. 
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